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Congress, in the last Great Depression, 
they had the guts to actually double 
that tax. Disaster was predicted on 
Wall Street. Guess what? The economy 
only went up from there, and tens of 
thousands, hundreds of thousands of 
people were put to work building a new 
America, an infrastructure that needs 
rebuilding today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, some days we do not know how 
to pray. What are the greatest needs of 
the Nation? Who needs Your attention? 
To whom should we individually offer 
our slippery dollar? 

You alone know our personal needs. 
You see the depths I dare not confess 
to another. My most severe wounds are 
buried in my own fear. The whole truth 
is difficult for us to face, humanly, so 
we will live another day on the mar-
gins. 

Lord, help Congress to do what it is 
able to do. Anything more would be fic-
titious. You alone know us through and 
through. So, by placing all our trust in 
You, we can now work as hard as we 
can and rest in peace. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
COBLE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COBLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EMBRY RIDDLE 
UNIVERSITY 

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr. 
Speaker, on November 5, Embry Riddle 
University held their annual sympo-
sium dedicated to issues in homeland 
security on its Prescott, Arizona, cam-
pus. Unfortunately, the House held 
votes that day and I could not attend, 
but I heard that it was a fantastic 
event. 

This year’s theme was ‘‘Challenges 
for Homeland Security in the 21st Cen-
tury,’’ and panelists came from the 
FBI, the CIA, and TSA, the Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety, and from 
the world of academia, among other 
places. Topics covered a wide range of 
issues, such as cybersecurity, public- 
private partnerships, and coordination 
between Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement. 

I congratulate the faculty and ad-
ministration of the Embry Riddle Pres-
cott campus for putting together the 
event and working to develop a new 
generation of homeland security pro-
fessionals. 

f 

FIREFIGHTERS 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I rise today to 
commend some of our country’s finest 
heroes—our firefighters. These caring 
individuals at our local fire depart-
ments in the Florida Keys and Miami- 
Dade are first-rate examples of the 
selflessness and commitment required 
to be a firefighter. Every day, these 
brave folks work to better protect and 
care for our communities. Their out-
standing work allows all of us to live 
with a greater peace of mind for the 
safety of our families. 

The Miami-Dade Fire Rescue motto 
is: ‘‘Always Ready, Proud to Serve.’’ 
Recently, they were named Florida’s 
2009 EMS Provider of the Year. My 
heartfelt congratulations go out to 
each of these remarkable heroes who 
made this distinction possible. 

A bit further south in my district, in 
the Florida Keys, the Monroe County 

firefighters just opened up their new 
facility in Big Pine Key. This newly 
renovated fire station will help them 
better serve the needs of our commu-
nity. 

I truly appreciate the hard work and 
dedication of all of our firefighters. 
Their professional and humanitarian 
services are essential to the public 
health, safety, and well-being of all 
south Florida. Congratulations to all. 

f 

PUTTING PATIENTS’ NEEDS FIRST 

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WALZ. I’m here today to applaud 
this House for fighting for working 
Americans by last weekend passing 
comprehensive welfare reform. I want 
to recognize this legislation takes a 
huge step forward in addressing the 
issue of paying for value in our health 
care system. 

The current payment system rewards 
volume and quantity of care rather 
than quality of care. We spend hun-
dreds of billions of dollars every year 
on unnecessary tests and procedures 
that do not improve a patient’s health. 
We need to change the incentive sys-
tem. We need doctors and hospitals to 
work together to coordinate care, put-
ting the patients’ needs first. 

In my district of southern Minnesota, 
the Mayo Clinic has created such a cul-
ture where doctors coordinate and look 
for the best quality results. There are 
other institutions around the country 
who also provide high-quality, efficient 
care at low costs. These organizations 
all do it differently, but the one thing 
they have in common is a culture of 
patient-centered care. 

This culture needs to be replicated in 
every hospital across the country, and 
the way we get there is by changing 
the incentive system. I’m very proud 
that the provisions in this bill will ad-
dress this very issue. If we’re to reform 
any part of health care this year, this 
is the key. 

f 

PROGRESSIVE BUT NOT 
PARTISAN? 

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, much has 
been spoken and written about the 
White House snub of Fox News. We 
have heard little, however, about 
MSNBC. Anita Dunn, the departing 
White House Communications Direc-
tor, was quoted in a recent New York 
Times article claiming that Rachel 
Maddow and Keith Olbermann, MSNBC 
hosts, are ‘‘progressive but not par-
tisan.’’ Well, they surely fooled me. 

Some may agree with Ms. Dunn by 
concluding that these two are not 
merely partisan, but rather fiercely 
partisan, and Ms. Dunn insults our in-
telligence by claiming otherwise. 
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BRINGING DOWN HEALTH CARE 

COSTS 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, critics 
of the Affordable Health Care for 
America Act have said we’re not doing 
enough to control costs. In fact, a 
great deal of what we have done in this 
legislation is aimed at reducing costs 
in the system—not just costs to Medi-
care and Medicaid, but also to the pri-
vate system as well. 

For instance, one of the things we do 
is move toward standardized forms, 
standardized billing forms. One esti-
mate is that this could save the system 
$30 billion a year. That’s just one of the 
things that we put into motion to try 
and change the cost structure of health 
care in this country. 

As my colleague from Minnesota 
mentioned, we’re talking about chang-
ing the way we pay physicians so that 
we pay for the quality of care and not 
the quantity of care. In addition, we 
move to reduce readmissions to hos-
pitals, because this is one of the great-
est factors in high medical care costs. 

Time after time in this bill, from 
comparative effectiveness research to 
investments in health care information 
technology, we do things that will 
bring costs down in health care, and 
that is our commitment to the Amer-
ican people. We will bring down costs 
and make health care affordable for 
every American. 

f 

GREAT LAKES GITMO? 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Recently, the administra-
tion announced it may move up to 215 
al Qaeda terrorists to Illinois. This pro-
posal imposes an unnecessary new risk. 
We should slow it down and answer 
some basic questions. 

The facility is only 22 miles from a 
nuclear reactor. What precautions are 
being taken? Commissions will be held 
in Illinois. How do we protect the fami-
lies of jurors and prosecutors? 

Since the facility will replicate 
Gitmo’s military administration, how 
will Great Lakes Gitmo improve Amer-
ican PR? 

Yesterday, we learned that two- 
thirds of the jobs claimed to be created 
will be active duty military. The Bu-
reau of Prisons will hire no one over 37 
years old and will hire nationwide, not 
just in Illinois. 

It’s ironic that the administration 
promised $200 million to Palau to ac-
cept six terrorists—$33 million a ter-
rorist. But for 215 terrorists, Illinois 
would only get $120 million—$500,000 a 
terrorist. That’s 66 times less than the 
rate paid to Palau. 

The people of Illinois deserve to 
know a lot more about this proposal 
and how it would affect our safety. 

WHAT’S IN IT FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES? 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I am so 
proud of this House for getting the 
health reform bill out. And what is in 
it for small business? No entity fares 
better under reform than small busi-
ness. That’s because the current health 
insurance system is rigged against 
small business, which now faces fewer 
choices, higher costs and, as a con-
sequence, less stable coverage for their 
workers. 

Health insurance reform will level 
the playing field and provide more sta-
bility and security to small business. 
Small business then will be able to 
cover all of their employees. It’s all 
about jobs, and the reform will lead to-
wards jobs. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION DITHERS ON 
AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Back 
in March, the President made it clear 
we need a comprehensive approach to 
secure stability in Afghanistan. He 
stated that the safety of people around 
the world is at stake. I issued a state-
ment in support. General McChrystal 
has requested more troops and re-
sources in Afghanistan to do just that, 
but this administration continues to 
dither. 

Several weeks ago, former Vice 
President Dick Cheney used the term 
‘‘dithering’’ to describe the President’s 
indecision. I agreed with the former 
Vice President because ‘‘dithering’’ 
means to hesitate and waste time. 

In the Los Angeles Times on Satur-
day, Doyle McManus highlighted that 
now some of the President’s own sup-
porters are beginning to wonder wheth-
er Cheney was right. For the sake of 
American families at home, Congress 
and the President should not dither, 
but listen to the commanders in the 
field. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

SUCCESSFUL HEALTH CARE 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, AARP, an organization of 40 
million Americans over the age of 50, 
announced the results of a poll regard-
ing the Affordable Health Care for 
America Act. It found that by a two-to- 
one margin AARP supports this bill. 
And what’s not to support? 

This is a bill, for those who care 
about Medicare, which will close the 
doughnut hole, the infamous 100 per-
cent deductible for seniors who are 
paying for the part D benefit that 
doesn’t pay benefits after hitting $2,300 
in care. It eliminates copayments for 
preventive services, cancer screenings. 
But, most importantly, the actuaries 
for the Center for Medicare Services 
found on Friday that it extends the sol-
vency of the Medicare trust fund by 5 
years. So instead of going in a negative 
direction, we are strengthening the 
Medicare trust fund, which will ensure 
that Americans will have one of the 
most successful health programs ever 
created—Medicare for themselves, 
their children, and their grandchildren. 

AARP, the American Heart Associa-
tion, the American Cancer Society all 
support this bill, and the Senate should 
do the same and pass this measure and 
send it to President Obama for his sig-
nature. 

f 

CMS REPORT 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, just a week 
after the House passed Speaker 
PELOSI’s health care reform bill, we’ve 
received a report from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services show-
ing what this bill will do to health care 
in America. If this bill were to become 
law, health care costs would increase 
by $289 billion over the next 10 years. 
Rising costs are devastating families 
and businesses, but this trillion-dollar 
health care bill does nothing to stem 
the flood. 

The same CMS report shows that pro-
posed cuts to Medicare would reduce 
benefits for seniors. The $571 billion in 
cuts could cause many doctors and hos-
pitals to stop taking Medicare pa-
tients, leading to lines for service and 
degraded care. Further cuts to the pro-
gram mean a greater burden on private 
insurance, a higher rate for businesses 
and individuals, higher costs, more 
government control, more taxes, and 
less competition. 

Here we have more evidence that 
Speaker PELOSI’s bill is the wrong kind 
of health care reform. 

f 

b 1215 

HOLDING WALL STREET 
ACCOUNTABLE 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Policies of poor 
regulation and lax oversight of our fi-
nancial system came to a head 1 year 
ago, greatly contributing to the worst 
financial crisis this country has experi-
enced since the Great Depression. Over 
the past year, we have made tough 
choices and taken firm steps to bring 
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